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by Norman LeBlanc, C.P.A.

At Calvary Warwick, 
we support a number 
of different missions. 
Like all our 
financial decisions 
this is the result of 
team interaction 
and input. The 
current missions 
we support are: 
C o m p a s s i o n 

International, For Zion’s Sake, Gospel 
for Asia, Horizon International, Lord of 
the Harvest, Shepherd’s Staff, The Bible 
League, and Calvary Chapel Nicaragua.  
These are the same missions we pray 
aloud for on Sunday mornings and 
keep additional information available 
on the back table. 

“Finally, brothers, pray for us that the 
message of the Lord may spread rapidly 
and be honored, just as it was with you” 
(2 Thessalonians 3:1).

Ever wonder how missions and 
missionaries obtain their support?  
Have you ever wondered what their 
needs are?  Before we can answer these 
questions we must realize that not all 
missions are the same. The biggest 
difference is the length of each mission. 

However, regardless of length, it takes 
a special person of real faith to serve in 
any of these capacities. 

 “The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers 
into his harvest field.” (Matt. 9:37-38)

Short-term missions tend to be a 
month or less in length, and are usually 
composed of a group of believers 
volunteering to visit and assist an 
established missionary. They usually 
pay for travel and other minor expenses 
themselves, or receive help from close 
friends and family. Food and housing 
are provided by the established 
missionary they are staying with.   

Then there are mid-term missions 
that usually last 1-2 years. Mid-term 
missionaries need much more support. 
In addition to travel expenses, they must 
also cover living expenses while in the 
mission field plus lingering needs from 
home. Their support usually comes 
from a core group of close believers, 
from their church, and sometimes from 
professional organizations. 

Long-term missions can last most of a 
person’s lifetime. These missionaries 
start a new life of full-time service to 

God, which also creates a need for the 
greatest amount of support. In addition 
to providing for themselves, they often 
establish ministries such as schools and 
orphanages. In making the mission field 
their permanent home, they usually 
start families of their own. Their needs 
are much greater than what can be 
provided for by themselves or close 
friends. Usually they must rely on large 
groups of Christians and professional 
organizations, which have the resources 
to help support them long-term. 

Missionaries badly need more than 
just financial support. They need our 
communications as a reminder that they 
are not alone – that they have people 
who care about them no matter where 
they are. They need our visits and 
short-term mission trips to help with 
outreach, repairs, and large projects. 
Most importantly, they need our prayers 
for strength and opportunity. 

“Pray also for me, that whenever I open 
my mouth, words may be given me so 
that I will fearlessly make known the 
mystery of the gospel, for which I am 
an ambassador in chains. Pray that I 
may declare it fearlessly, as I should” 
(Ephesians 6:19-20).
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